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BOOK REVIEW 

 

Policing in the World, The practice of International and Transnational Policing by John 
Casey, Michael J. Jenkins & Harry R. Dammer, Durham, NC: Carolina University Press. 2018, 
296 pp., 37$, ISBN 9781611635706 

 

In their book Policing in the World: The Practice of International and Transnational Policing, 
2nd edition, the authors John Casey, Michael J. Jenkins & Harry R. Dammer describe and discuss 
the application of policing in an international and transnational context. The book is divided into 
six chapters that discuss policing from a macro and micro perspective, give national case 
examples of police organizations and provide tools for thinking about policing in cross-national 
comparison. Each chapter has an overview, learning objectives, keywords, phrases, further 
readings, and review questions, offering an opportunity for reflection and excellent tools for 
teaching policing in an international context. The resources provided by the authors and the 
outline of the book gives the impression that the target audience can be upper-division 
undergraduate students, graduate students, instructors or professor teaching courses on policing 
in an international context and scholars who are interested in exploring international policing. 
The book is an updated version of the first edition published in 2010 and offers according to the 
authors an expanded discussion on policing and globalization as well as updated information and 
new case studies. 

The book starts with an introduction to the fundamental aspects of policing, which 
provides a structure for the following chapters in the book. The authors describe policing models, 
organizational structure, and the military-civilian continuum contextualized in three specific case 
studies. In these case studies, the authors provide an in-depth explanation of how policing works 
in three countries. Policing in Belize is discussed as a case study for policing in developing 
countries, policing in Norway is discussed as an example of women in policing, and policing in 
Uganda is used to exemplify the function of multi-choice policing. Besides highlighting three 
different ways of discussing policing, the authors also discuss how the countries' cultural and 
structural differences impact how policing is implemented in different geographical locations. 
 Next, the book provides recommendations and guidelines for conducting comparative 
work in relation to international policing strategies. For example, the authors highlight factors 
such as officers' training, diversity, and relationships with communities to contextualize the 
challenges and possibilities of comparative work on policing and policing strategies. This section 
of the book is very useful for scholars who aim to better understand policing strategies in one 
country that employs different strategies or in different countries using the same or different 
policing strategies. 
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The final part of the book focuses on policing practices in relation to international crime 
and how international police forces cooperate to create transnational agencies. More specifically, 
the authors describe the challenges of transnational cooperation, highlight the many benefits that 
occur when agencies work together, and expand the notion of policing by discussing how police 
agencies can aid peace operations. 

There are many important aspects of the book which facilitate a deeper understanding of 
policing in an international context. For example, the book offers a wide range of resources for 
the reader to gain in-depth knowledge of the various topics on the chapters and robust material 
for instructors who aim to use the book for teaching purposes such as case studies and suggest 
additional readings. The book offers knowledge on policing in various international contexts and 
provides resources for classroom usage. Beyond having useful resources for teaching purposes, it 
also provides the reader with tools to further develop critical thinking when evaluating policing 
strategies in various countries and continents. 

The book offers a great opportunity to reflect and appreciate the complex nature of 
understanding policing worldwide and comparative police in an international context. However, 
a few notions could have been discussed further by the authors. For example, while the book 
mentions race and ethnicity and spends a few pages discussing the challenges of policing and 
race and ethnicity, as a sociologist, I would call for further reflection and discussion of this by 
the authors.  

Both US-based policing scholars (Capers, 2009; Weitzer, 2010; Weitzer & Tuch, 2006) 
and scholars examining policing internationally (LeBrón, 2019; Moncada, 2010; Rowe, 2012) 
state that it is important to discuss racial and ethnic dynamics when exploring policing. More 
specifically, both US-based scholars and international policing scholars have highlighted the 
importance of the link between place and race and ethnicity, impacting local policing tactics and 
the relationship between police and civilians in specific areas. By not further engaging in this 
topic, the authors lose an opportunity to provide tools for the readers on exploring, evaluating, 
and analyzing racial and ethnic dynamics and the impact this has on policing in specific areas. 
To further highlight the racial and ethnic tensions between civilians and police and their impact 
on policing strategies and individual officers' conduct, I think a separate chapter could have been 
devoted to race and ethnicity and policing.  

Overall, this book offers readers a great opportunity to learn about and compare and 
contrast policing in an international context. With police practices and policing strategies being 
an ever-growing research area, this book provides many essential tools for researchers and 
students to explore globalization and policing, pushing the critical mind and evaluation further. 
The authors make a robust contribution to the current literature on comparative policing in an 
international and transnational context by providing resources for scholars and students on how 
to study policing internationally and comparatively but also by providing tools to evaluate 
existing scholarship critically. 
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